
 

  

 

 

Tennessee Testing Survey Results 

 

May 2015 



A survey was given to Tennessee educators between the dates of April 19 and May 1 of 2015 

regarding their opinion of school testing in Tennessee. This survey was sent to our organization’s 

members, put on a banner on our website and shared via social media. This survey was designed for 

all educators in the state of Tennessee.  All in all, 208 educators answered 6 basic questions with 190 

of these agreeing to answer 11 more specific questions.    

In this survey, 94% of the educators (75% of whom were classroom teachers) ‘Strongly Agreed’ or 

‘Agreed’ that “Standardized tests drive classroom instruction in my school/district.” 

Of these, 33.6% agreed that “State Testing improved learning and instruction” while 44.7% stated it did 

not improve learning and instruction.  More educators thought District Testing improved learning and 

instruction” (42.5%) while 36.2% disagreed. Ninety-four percent of educators said that “the importance 

placed on standardized testing has impacted my school's/district's culture,” while 85% stated their 

district spent ‘Too Much’ time on standardized testing. 

 

When more specific questions were asked, 54.5% of the educators stated that they spent over 40% of 

their time in test preparation and administration while another 25.8% they spend 21-40% of their time in 

test preparation and administration. 

 

We asked the educators to estimate how many standardized tests were given.  Educators had different 

opinions on what constituted standardized tests vs. benchmarks.  Also some counted the TCAP Math 

and Reading/LA separately while others counted it as one.  Districts also varied in what tests they 

required in addition to the TCAP tests. In many instances, pretests and practice test were also included.  

Overall, the average number of tests given was 8.5 standardized tests per year with 1 being the lowest 

and 50 being the highest.  The median score was 7 tests.  

 

One comment was “Because there is so much depending on the TCAP testing, many teachers teach 

strictly to the test.  This hurts kids in the long run.  Also, there are many life skills students need that are 

not covered in the standards.  Students are leaving schools not knowing how to do basic life skills that 

should/could be covered in the schools, but there is not enough time to do that and teach to the test.”  

Another stated, “Our state/district spends too much money on standardized testing. We are forced to 

teach to the test because our career depends on how well a student does on one particular test. I do 

not know of any other career where an employee's career depends on the result of one test.” 

 

Only one educator indicated they did not have broadband internet.  The majority (87.4%) indicated they 

already take at least some standardized tests electronically.  However, of these, 89.2% indicated that 



they have experienced technical difficulties during testing and 79.4% said it was ‘Very Likely’ to have 

disrupted their students’ concentration.   

 

In the comments section, 120 educators mentioned that testing websites froze up, the computers 

crashed and/or connectivity was lost. One educator stated “I have experienced technical difficulties 

during testing and other of our staff /administrators have had many tests disrupted due to losing wifi in 

the middle of testing during this 2014-15 school year. This includes STAR, RTI, TCAP writing and 

others!! I have lost over 10 days of instruction time due to this problem. It has truly created many 

problems and unnecessary frustration both on the teachers and students part.” 

 

Based on these survey results, standardized testing in Tennessee proves to be a major driving force in 

classroom instruction. This survey indicates that virtually every school has broadband internet, yet 89% 

indicated there were issues with the online testing provided.   These issues can and will negatively 

impact tests results. Professional Educators of Tennessee proposes that all testing continue to be done 

on paper/pencil OR that testing sessions interrupted by technical difficulties be coded in a special way 

and either discarded or given again, with different test items, OR that schools endure the tests with 

possible difficulties with technology and be held harmless until the percentage of tests taken without 

technical interference or interruption reaches a threshold of 95% or higher.  Also, before a teacher’s 

TVAAS scores are linked to students’ testing performance, these online testing malfunctions 

(computers/websites freezing, connectivity issues) must be addressed. 

 

We invite you to participate in the state’s Teacher Assessment Survey by clicking here.  It will be very 

interesting to compare the results of these two surveys. 

 

Following are 15 charts based on the data that were collected: 

 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2087666/Teacher-Assessment-Survey
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Data that is gathered from DISTRICT or school mandated testing and used in the classroom 

improves instruction and learning.
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