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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

TESTING FLEXIBILITY IN TENNESSEE 

 
In Tennessee, we appreciate straight talk and candor. So, to the point: statewide 

testing has taken a wrong turn in public education, not to mention Tennessee has 

failed in our statewide testing administration since 2012. Now we are about to start 

over, possibly with a new vendor. There is no guarantee this will work any better 

than previous attempts.  

At no point were any of the previous testing problems the fault of students or 

educators in Tennessee. The state has simply failed students, teachers, parents, and 

taxpayers. We understand mistakes are made by individuals, by companies, and 

even by our government. Clearly, there is a problem with testing in Tennessee. It is 

a flawed testing system, which could be addressed if we were to pilot innovative 

approaches that encourage our schools and their communities to work together and design solutions without bureaucratic 

hurdles. That would be a sensible strategy to pursue. 

This is why some legislators have argued for allowing LEAs to use the ACT, ACT Aspire, or SAT Suites as a means of 

assessment. This request continues to be asked for by several high-performing districts across the state frustrated by state 

failures. We must also break down the bureaucratic barriers that have kept educators and school districts from pursuing 

solutions to the unique challenges of their communities. We should pursue reliable tests that provide accurate feedback for 

educators, parents, and students, or perhaps allow districts the opportunities to use these alternative assessments.  

The current testing culture has killed the enthusiasm of many educators. No single test should be a determinant of a 

student’s, teacher’s or school’s success. Although we need testing to measure the progress of our students, we should 

recognize that these tests are often unreliable in evaluating teachers and schools. True measurement of progress should 

instead consist of several benchmarks, not just testing. However, testing goes beyond the purposes of entrance or 

placement into courses in postsecondary education or training programs. 

With each testing failure, educators and districts have unfairly been the ones who bear the brunt, quite unfairly, of parental 

anger. Students also suffer, with everything from loss of instruction time to not understanding their educational progress. 

When we make education decisions on the basis of unreliable or invalid test results, we place students at risk and harm 

educators professionally. This is especially unfair to the hardworking teachers in our state.  

We must listen to educators on the ground, and continue to champion innovation in public education. Educators want that 

chance to be inventive, and they understand the need to challenge the status quo to get results for the students in their 

community. Therefore, the state should not stand in the way of any LEA that wishes to use an alternative that is 

comparable to state-mandated assessment. The LEA should be required to notify parents or guardians of students that the 

LEA is using an approved testing alternative. In addition, the LEA, before using an approved testing alternative, should be 

required to notify the Tennessee Department of Education, in writing, of the grade level and subject matter in which the 

LEA intends to use an approved testing alternative. Senator Mark Pody and Representative Clark Boyd have proposed 
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legislation (SB1307/HB1180) to allow districts this testing flexibility. It is similar to legislation that Senator Janice 

Bowling and Representative Terri Lynn Weaver have introduced previously (SB488/HB383). 

 

High-quality assessments convey critical information for educators, families, the public, and students themselves and 

create the basis for improving outcomes for all learners. However, when testing is done badly or excessively, it takes 

important time away from teaching and learning, and limits creativity from our classrooms. It is important that Tennessee 

improves postsecondary and career readiness for all Tennessee students. Flawed testing does not move us toward that 

goal. It is time we allow our districts the flexibility that they have requested.  
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