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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

PASSOVER AND EASTER CELEBRATION 

 
This weekend marks a Holy Week for many citizens across Tennessee and the 
world, as we celebrate Passover and Easter. In America, religious beliefs are 
critical to many of our founding principles. There is no denying the significant 
impact that faith has had on our nation, from the Puritans to our present day. 
America was “settled by men and women of deep religious convictions who 
in the seventeenth century crossed the Atlantic Ocean to practice their faith 
freely.”  
 
George Washington declared in his Farewell Address, that of “all the 
dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and 
morality are indispensable supports.” So, it is no surprise that as a nation, 
many of our citizens still embrace faith and trust in God. We pass along our 
faith rituals, habits, customs and traditions to our own children in our 
homes and places of worship.  
 
Passover begins at sundown on Friday, April 19, and ends Saturday evening, April 27. The first Passover Seder 
is on the evening of April 19, and the second Passover Seder takes place on the evening of April 20. Jewish 
people everywhere will sit with their families and friends for the celebration of Passover—a celebration of 
freedom. The Passover meal is rich with tradition and symbolism. Ronald Reagan commented, “Its observance 
reminds us that the fight for freedom and the battle against oppression, waged by Jews throughout their 
history, is one of which all free people are a part.” 
 
Easter celebration marks the end of Holy Week, in which Christians commemorate the crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. On Friday, and culminating on Sunday morning, Christians will celebrate with their 
families the resurrection of Christ, and His victory over death. Billy Graham stated it like this, “God undertook 
the most dramatic rescue operation in cosmic history. He determined to save the human race from self-
destruction, and He sent His Son, Jesus Christ to salvage and redeem them. The work of man’s redemption 
was accomplished at the cross.” For Christians, Easter is a time of hope. 
 
Professional Educators of Tennessee is not a religious organization. However, many of our members are 
women and men of faith. In fact, our public schools are filled with many Godly people who see their role in 
education as a “calling” to do something to help our future generations. Whether it is a bus driver, cafeteria 
worker, custodian, teacher, principal, or director of schools, Tennessee has many individuals of faith who 
serve their communities in these critical roles. 
 
To them, and to all people of faith, we offer our warmest wishes to all who celebrate Passover or Easter. We 
hope this time is filled with happiness and spiritual fulfillment. As Robert Kennedy reminded us, “At the heart 
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Western freedom and democracy is the belief that the individual man, the child of God, is the touchstone of 
value, and all society, groups, the state, exist for his benefit.” We hope, in the spirit of many of our earliest 
settlers, that men and women everywhere will be able to practice their faith freely and worship God in the 
manner of their choosing—not just at Passover and Easter, but every day. 
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